opportunities for operative work. This enabled her to finally apply for her MD, which she took in 1919, a real step toward realizing her childhood dream.
However, on her return to Bombay, she found no openings at the Cama Hospital. There were no Honorary posts in Cama at the time. After a short consulting practice in Bombay, she took up a locum at the Lady Hardinge Hospital, New Delhi, and then went over to Bangalore at the invitation of the Senior Surgeon. She returned to Bombay in 1925 and was appointed Honorary Surgeon at the Cama Hospital. Three years later, in 1928, Dr. Jhirad was selected as Medical Officer of the Hospital, and thus her childhood dream had transcended into reality.
A Founder Member of the Bombay Obstetric and Gynaecological Society, Dr. Jhirad was made the Society's 8th President in 1948. Throughout her active days, she cooperated with her colleagues in the Bombay Society as also at the Federation of Obstetric and Gynaecological Societies of India (FOGSI) to develop and to keep up its academic standards.
Dr. Jhirad presided over the 6th All India Obstetric and Gynaecological Congress held at Madras in 1950, in which it was decided to form the Federation of Obstetric and Gynaecological Societies of India (FOGSI), as also to start the Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of India. Dr. Jhirad was elected the first President of the Federation, and was, at the same time, requested to be the Editor of the journal. She retired as Editor in 1968. In appreciation of her services as Editor, the Federation decided to honour her as the Founder Editor.
Much of Dr. Jhirad's interest in her active days was concentrated on Maternal and Child Welfare. One may say her life's dream fructified when she took charge of the Cama Hospital, Bombay. Antenatal, postnatal, and child welfare clinics were well organized, and the investigation of cases of sterility systematized. Honorary posts, with full responsibility for practical work were increased as also the number of resident posts. Postgraduate teaching was organized to give practical experience to Obstetrics and Gynaecology. To fulfil this objective, a hostel for postgraduates, the first one in Bombay at the time, was opened. This encouraged women postgraduates from all over India to avail of this facility.
Dr. Jhirad has been an Examiner for MD at Madras, Bombay, and Poona Universities for many years. She has worked on the Senate of Universities of Bombay and Poona as well as on the Syndicate in Bombay. She was invited by the Medical Council of India to inspect facilities for training in Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the Universities of East Punjab and Calcutta.
She was Chairperson of the Committee for Maternal and Child Welfare IRFA (now ICMR) for some years. She carried out a statistical inquiry into Maternal Mortality in Bombay in 1937-1938, under IRFA and was also invited to deliver Orations at Bombay, Baroda, and Calcutta, the last of these being the Dr. Dossibai Dadabhoy Memorial Oration.
Even today, Dr. Jhirad is spoken of with awe and respect. In the pre-Independence days, the Government of India bestowed the honour of M.B.E. on her. She was also the proud recipient of the Padmashree award. When she died on June 2, 1984, it was not just a loss for the Bombay Society, but for the Federation and entire country as well. As Dr. Vasant Patwandhan so aptly puts it, ''It was like a light had gone out of our lives.''
